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General Membership Meeting 

Minutes
April 28, 2009

ORDER OF BUSINESS

1.  Introduction
     Vaca Valley Vettes General Membership 
meeting was held at Creekside Café, 
downtown Vacaville, on April 28, 2009.  30 
members attended the meeting.    President 
Pam Walter opened the meeting at 7 pm.  
President Pam Walter welcomed new member 
Troy Mizzen to the meeting. Membership 
Director Linda Lakes introduced guest 
Steve and Carolyn Richards to the meeting.  
They have a green corvette.

2.  Officer Reports
     Vice President Sam Balsley said he and 
Randi had a good time at the Giants Baseball 
game the night before and had nothing else to 
report.

     Secretary Minutes – Secretary Mike 
Walter indicated he published the minutes in 
the newsletter and did not receive any 
additions or corrections.  A motion was made 
by Ken to accept the October minutes.  Billy 
seconded the motion and the motion passed.

     Treasurer Randi Harry handed out and 
gave a complete report concerning VVV
financial position.  The report included a 



complete financial report on our first 
autocross.  Sam made a motion to accept the 
report, Billy seconded and the motion passed.

    Membership Director Linda Lakes 
reported she has new rosters and she 
introduced new member Troy Mizzen.  We 
still have cookbooks for sale.

    Public Relations Director Jay Lindstrom 
said it was nice to be home and asked if 
anyone had anything for him.  We said he 
will try and get our autocross dates in the 
newspaper.  There was an article in the 
Sunday Daily Republic concerning our club 
and our autocross.  The article was handed 
out.  You can go to the Daily Republic 
website to view the article.  Everyone 
thought the article was a good one.

    Social Activities Director Roxanne 
handed out a two month calendar of events.  
See the newsletter and website for details.  
May 9th Fairfield Auto Village will introduce 
the new Camaro and host a BBQ and Car 
Show.  They are looking for old cars or 
Camaro’s.  Contact Dan Wrotten, 422-7777. 
May 16th is a run for Vettes and Jets at the 
Yolo County Airport in Davis.  Dan is the 
contact person. We are meeting at 9:15am at 
Fresh Choice, Vacaville.   Able Chevrolet 
will be hosting a customer appreciation day 
on May 30th; we are meeting at the Church on 
Alamo Drive between Vanden and Leisure 
Town Road at 8:15 am and leaving by 8:30 
am.  Fiesta Days Parade in May 23rd with 
Wayne and LeaAnn hosting the BBQ after 
the parade.  For cruise nights see the website 
for the various locations and dates.  WSCC 
has two shows this month, May 3rd, Legends 
on Display in San Leandro and May 17th, 
Lodi Vette Fair.  Go to WSCC’s website for 
details.

Publications Director – Marci stated she has 
put all the cruise nights on the web site.  She 
is sending the newsletter out via electronics 
and if you are not getting it please contact 
Marci.  She has updated the website and the 
autocross results and new photographs from 
the autocross and other runs will be added to 
the website. The newsletter is on the website.

Billy Lakes had a good time at the autocross 
and thanked Bob and Hannalore for hosting a 
dinner Friday night for the autocross workers.  
The club also thanked them for North Bay 
Corvettes. 

    WSCC Representative – Ken reports 
WSCC’s Convention in 2009 will be in Las 
Vegas May 7 – 11, 2009 hosted by Hot 
Nevada Vettes.  You can also go to the 
Convention website, 
www.covetteconvention.com.  The 2009 
Events Schedule for WSCC is now posted in 
their website.  Marci will have the schedule on 
our website.  NCM caravan is on August 29th

leaving from San Jose.  Anyone wanting to go 
to the first stop, Grand Sierra in Reno, is 
invited.  NorthBay Corvettes is planning a run 
from here to Reno, more details will follow.  
ALMS will be October 8th – 11th with the 
Corvette Racing safari Banquet on October 9th

an tickets are on sale now, go to the NCM’s 
website for more information.

3.  Committee Reports
     NCM – Lynene, reported on the NCM’s 
15th Anniversary Celebration and Caravan.  If 
you want to go please go to 
www.corvettecaravan.com for details.  There 
are lots of corvette raffles through the NCM, 
five, go to www.corvettemuseum.com for 
details. July 30-31 NCM is coming to 
Thunderhill for a 2 day track school.  Tickets 
available through the NCM.  Cost is $565 for 
the two days with an additional $17 for those 
wishing to participate in the catered dinner on 
Thursday night.  In 2010 there are plans in the 
works for a European Cruise, no date 
announced yet.

Dan Barber reported on the autocross we had 
on 4/18/09 and thanked everyone for the great 
job and hard work.  We had 102 cars on 
Saturday and 91 on Sunday.  With all 
expenses to date the autocross has netted a 
profit.  Three expenses need to be paid, $30.95 
for plates for awards which were forgotten 
when we ordered the first time.  We purchased 
a gas powered blower for $106.30 and we 
rented a sweeper for the first autocross for 
$225.76.  A motion was made by Ed and 
seconded by Billy to pay these expenses, the 



motion passed.  North Bay Corvettes will 
reimburse the club for half the fee of the 
sweeper.   The next autocrosses are on 
8/22/09,  9/13/09 and 10/24/09.  The weekend 
of October 24th and 25th will be a joint 
weekend autocross with North Bay with the 
two clubs splitting the income and expenses.  

4.  Old Business

5.  New Business

E-Board Meeting is on May 18th, Monday, at 
Jay & Lynene’s. 

President Pam Walter adjourned the meeting.  
Next club meeting will be at Creekside Café 
on May 26th at 7 p.m.

Raffle winners were Hannalore, Pam Tom, 
Jay and Karen.  Tom won the 50/50 raffle of 
$48.00.  Thank you to all the club members 
who donated raffle prizes, you make the raffle 
a success.

                 

by Pam Walter

Can’t believe that 4 months of the year has 
already gone by, time flies when you’re 
having fun.  Vaca Valley Vettes does have 
fun.  Welcome to the newest member of VVV, 
Troy Mizzen – welcome Troy.  

Thanks to Rich and Dan for including the club 
in the NorCal Corvette events.  The Rainbow 
run found about 8 Vaca Valley Vette cars 
heading to Petaluma for meet up with 100+ 
other corvette owners.  About 6 of the cars 
decided to leave before the Rainbow Cruise 
started and head on out to the coast for lunch 
in Occidental.  
VVV’s first autocross of the season was a 
HUGE success.  We had 102 drivers on 
Saturday and North Bay had 92 drivers on 
Sunday.  It just so happen to be a very hot 
weekend and a very long day on Saturday.  
Thanks to the many volunteers how came out 

on Friday, Saturday and Sunday to help with 
this event.  For those that may not know, we 
did go to Applebee’s in Green Valley for 
dinner Friday night after the setup, however 
that Applebee’s has closed.  Well the 
Baffico’s came to the rescue by hosting a 
dinner Friday night for the volunteers.  The 
lasagna, salads and dessert were great as well 
as the company.  That was an extra special 
treat and dinner was excellent – MANY 
THANKS.  We had a few die hard volunteers 
who continued to sweep the parking lot on 
Friday night all the way until dark – thanks for 
your dedication and help.  Things went a little 
faster with the sweeper on Saturday morning 
when Billy found the throttle – good news was 
Friday night Kenny didn’t get too dirty on the 
sweeper at the speed he was going on the 
other hand Billy got dusty & dirty on Saturday 
morning.   

If you thought April was busy just look at the 
May calendar of events – it takes up almost a 
complete page.  There are Car Shows, 
Autocrosses, Parades, Socials and more.  That 
doesn’t count the many Cruise Nights that are 
in this area.  So check out the calendar and 
website.  Thank you to those who are stepping 
forward to help with events.  The more people 
we can get involved the more activities the 
club has and maybe we can find something 
that pleases everyone.  Just a couple of club 
highlights for the month is the Introduction to 
the Camera BBQ & Car Show at Fairfield 
Auto Village on the 9th, Jets and Vettes on the 
16th, Fiesta Days Parade and BBQ on the 23rd.  
If you have any questions about anything on 
the social calendar you can call Roxanne or 
the contact person listed next to the event.

June looks to be another fun month with three 
couples going on an Alaska Cruise and a wine 
run planned for the end of the month.  I’m 
sure by the time we get to the end of May 
there will be a lot more on the June Calendar, 
Roxanne just ran out of room.  I know I’ve 
mentioned this in every article, however if you 
have an idea or favorite place maybe the rest 
of the club would like to go or try something 
new.  Please help with planning the socials, 
it’s a great way to meet the other club 
members and have fun.



The next E-Board meeting is 5/18/09 at 7pm 
at Jay & Lynene’s and all members are 
welcome.  If you wish to have something 
discussed or have an idea and can’t make the 
meeting, please let one of the Board Officers 
know.  Believe it or not, the Board really does 
appreciate your input.  Vaca Valley Vettes is a 
great club with great members.  Come to a 
meeting to socialize, see what’s happening 
and maybe throw in an idea or two.  Vaca 
Valley is what we as members make it.  See 
you at the next club meeting on May 26th if 
not sooner

  1   James Howard
  5  Carrie Murrill
13  Rich Willhoff
22   Mary Christensen
28  Mike Barber

20   Dan & Mary Barber   1978
26   Larry & Roxanne Young   1979
30   Sam Balsley & Randi Harry   2006

ARTICLE FROM DAILY 
REPUBLIC

Corvette-lovers gather to 
honor the sports car 

By Ian Thompson | DAILY REPUBLIC | 
April 24, 2009 14:50 

Driver Walt Ogden drives his 71 Stringray 
Corvette through a speed course in the Solano 
Community College parking lot Sunday. 
Photo by Adam Smith
VACAVILLE - To Corvette lovers, just 
driving the popular shark-like sports cars is 
wonderful.

Driving them very fast, roaring through the 
straightaways and growling through the curves 
of a twisty half-mile course, is even better.

'It is poor man's racing with a great sports car 
that has a lot of horsepower and great 
handling,' said Dan Barber, Corvette lover and 
member of the Vaca Valley Vettes Club.

Last weekend's two-day autocross gathering in 
Solano Community College's parking lot was 
a high point for Vaca Valley Vettes members 
who put their cars through racing paces and 
talked Corvettes with fellow enthusiasts.

'We have a large mix of six different clubs and 
some people who simply own a Corvette and 
want to race,' Vaca Valley Vettes Club 
President Pam Walter said.

More than 100 Corvettes spent each day 
racing through the course, some clocked 
finishing times of little more than half-a-
minute. Corvettes driven off the street mingled 
with vintage Corvettes carefully modified for 
racing.

All the drivers were fitted with helmets and 
harnesses 'because without a full harness, you 
can get banged around,' Barber said.



Barber called the experience 'a pure adrenaline 
rush' when he got out on the track with his car 
during one of several 'runs' held during the 
day.

Everyone present shared in the work as well 
as the driving. Drivers who raced in one run 
then swapped to become announcers, course 
handlers and judges for the next run.

Club member Ken Albers calls the autocross 
an intense experience where the driver has to 
read the course quickly to avoid knocking 
down cones and receive deductions to his time 
score.

Vaca Valley Vettes and other area clubs have 
held all-Corvette autocrosses since 2006 in 
SCC's parking lot. The first year, more than 
100 Corvettes showed up.

The main reason for clubs such as the Vaca 
Valley Vettes is 'to promote the Corvette and 
drive them,' said club secretary Mike Walter, 
who has both a 1974 and 2007 Corvette.

It has grown from eight Corvette enthusiasts 
in 1998 to about 90 members who gather to 
drive, race and talk.

The group does more than just enjoy their cars 
with dinner drives and autocross meets. They 
also offer a scholarship for high school 
graduates who are interested in studying 
automotive engineering.

Their Corvettes range from classic first-
generation models to late-model cars, but the 
newer models dominate 'because they are 
more comfortable for us older folks,' Pam 
Walter said.

Pam and Mike Walter have been members of 
the club since the beginning. She calls her 
2007 'Vette 'the only sports car without a gas-
guzzler tag.'

'I am a General Motors kind of guy,' Mike 
Walters said of why he loves Corvettes.

He experienced his first Corvette in 1984 
when a friend took a young Walters for a ride 

in his 1958 convertible 'and it only took me 
until I was 50 to get one,' Mike Walters said.

Mike Walters jokes that his gas mileage on the 
race track is better than his Chevrolet Tahoe 
on the street.

Another member, Sam Balsley, switched to 
Corvettes 11 years ago after a career as a 
professional racer behind the wheel of a 
Porsche.

'Years ago, I shifted gears,' Balsley said. 'It's a 
good-looking car, and not to be overlooked, 
it's American. The newer ones have a gas 
mileage that is amazing.'

'And we can still work on our cars,' said 
Barber. 'With the older cars, you don't need 
computer-specialized equipment.'

Albers bought his first Corvette, a 1969 
model, in 1973. He still has that one, as well 
as nine others now.

'I always wanted one,' Albers said. 'I like the 
styling, and it's an American sports car.'

Albers describes the Corvette 'as the best 
high-performance sports car for the price' and 
'a production car that can out-perform a lot of 
the specialty cars.'

The Corvette lovers will be back at SCC at 
least three more times this year on Aug. 22-
23, Sept. 12-13 and Oct. 24-25. For more 
information about the Vaca Valley Vettes, go 
online to http://www.vacavalleyvettes.com/.

Reach Ian Thompson at 427-6976 or 
ithompson@dailyrepublic.net.
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